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it was their task to protect a criminal against the law
instead of assisting the law to catch and punish him.
These liberal ideas still stuck.
"We shall have to watch Ringer.'5
When, three days later. Dr. Ringer was called to
Dortmund Police Headquarters he never guessed that it
was to be questioned himself instead of questioning
others.
These people are dangerous, he thought, when he
realised his position. But one must tell them a few home
truths.
"How do you think a lawyer can keep up with the
law nowadays?" he asked Dr. Werner, the police official
who had undertaken the task of warning him.
"We know your attitude already. Dr. Ringer," he
answered. 'Your son has told ..."
"I thought so ... this disgusting practice of making
children spy on their parents is taking on unheard of
proportions ... I shall report it to Berlin." Dr. Ringer
showed his annoyance with the police official. He was
distressed to find himself in this position because of a
denunciation by his son. The boy's mind was being
spoiled in school instead of being trained. Turning children
against their parents. . . .
"I would not be so rash, Dr. Ringer." The police-
man, emphasising each word, reached down into a
drawer. "I have no hesitation in telling you that Dolfi
is acting according to instructions. We think it is
important that children should be taught the true
German spirit as early as possible. What are your
complaints . . .?"
Without a word Dr, Ringer felt in his pocket. He took
out some clippings from the local newspaper, the Dort-
mund " General-Anzeiger" and handed them to the